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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The application has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible typographical and grammatical errors. Applicant's cooperation 
is requested in correcting any errors of which he/she may become aware in the 
application. 

The Information Disclosure Statements filed — have been considered. 
Objection to Claim 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 3, line 4, 
"decode each" should be replaced with -a respective one-. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bakhmutsky (US 5,990,812). 

Regarding claim 1, Bakhmutsky teaches in figure (9) a variable length decoding 
device (70) comprising: a decoding unit (84) operable to decode different kinds of 
variable length codes (See abstract; See column 14, lines 45-48)) encoded in 
accordance with a plurality of encoding systems; a stream input unit operable to input 
the different kinds of variable length codes (See column 14, lines 48-50; See abstract); 
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and an interface in the form of a programmable controller that includes circuit (90) (See 
column 14, lines 45-48; See abstract) operable to interface the decoding unit with 
stream input unit, wherein the stream input unit and said interface unit are commonly 
used in decoding the different kinds of variable length codes. 

Regarding claim 2, Bakhmutsky teaches a variable length decoding device 
comprising: a reconfigurable logic circuit as part of a programmable controller (See 
abstract) operable to decode the different kinds of variable length codes encoded in 
accordance with the plurality of encoders (See column 14, lines 45-49; See abstract). 

Regarding claim 3, Bakhmutsky teaches a variable length decoding device 
wherein the decoding unit comprises: a plurality of decoders (See abstract), each of the 
plurality of decoders being operable to decode a respective of the different kinds of 
variable length codes (See column 14, lines 45-50; See abstract) encoded in 
accordance with the plurality of encoding systems. 

Regarding claim 4, Bakhmutsky teaches a variable length decoding device 
wherein a decoder selector is connected to a stream input unit or input circuit (See 
abstract) and is operable to select (See abstract) one of the plurality of decoders, 
according to a code system signal indicative of one of the plurality of encoding systems 
employed in the encoding. 

Regarding claim 6, Bakhmutsky teaches a variable length decoding device 
including an input circuit (See abstract) having a code detecting unit operable to detect 
a start code (See column 13, lines 63-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bakhmutsky (US 5,990,812) in view of Giorgetta et al (US 7,035,292). 

Regarding this claim, Bakhmutsky teaches the essential features of the claimed 
invention as set forth above except for controlling/disconnecting a decoder that is not 
selected for the purpose of suppressing power consumption. However, such schemes 
are known in the art, as evidenced by Giorgetta et al. Giorgetta et al teach a system 
wherein a decoder not in use is disabled to suppress power consumption (See column 
5, lines 1 4-1 8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Bakhmutsky and of Giorgetta to 
realize a decoder system having improved performance and reliability because that 
would reduce power consumption (See column 5, lines 14-18). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Lauture, whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1805. The examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday 
between 9:30 am and 6:00 PM 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Rexford Barnie can be reached at (571) 272-7492. The 
fax number for the organization to which this application is assigned is (571) 273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htto://pair- 
directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll 
free). For assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Joseph Lauture 
Art Unit: 2819 
Date: 06/03/2009 
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